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SUMMARY 
 

Size 5.5 linear feet 
  
Geographic locations Baton Rouge, LA 
  
Inclusive dates 1768-2005 
  
Bulk dates 1960-2005 
  
Language English; French 
  
Summary Evelyn Thom was a local historian and historic preservationist of 

Baton Rouge, La.  Her papers consist of photographs, newspaper 
clippings, correspondence, genealogical charts, and meeting 
minutes and publications.   Subjects include Baton Rouge history, 
prominent Baton Rouge individuals and families, and the historic 
preservation and restoration of historic properties in Baton 
Rouge. 

  
Restrictions on 
access 

If microfilm is available, photocopies must be made from 
microfilm. 

  
Copyright Physical rights and copyright are retained by the LSU Libraries  
  
Citation Evelyn Thom Papers, Mss. 5079, Louisiana and Lower 

Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 
  
Stacks location 119:8-10, OS:T 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 
 
Evelyn Boyd Martindale Thom was born December 23, 1919, in Reidville, South 
Carolina. After graduating from Morgan City High School in Louisiana, Thom attended 
Louisiana State University earning degrees in English and history. Evelyn Thom did 
extensive research on prominent Baton Rouge families and was dedicated to the 
preservation of Baton Rouge’s historic structures. This devotion to preservation led to 
Thom’s involvement in many restoration projects including Magnolia Mound Plantation, 
Highland Cemetery, and the Florence Coffee House, which was converted to a private 
residence for Evelyn and her husband, Dr. James A. Thom III. Thom was also a member 
of numerous volunteer organizations dedicated to the preservation and beautification of 
Baton Rouge, including the Baton Rouge Foundation for Historical Louisiana, the Civic 
Beautification Council of Clubs, and The Round Table. Evelyn Thom died on April 1, 
2011. 
 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
The Evelyn Thom Papers consist primarily of research notes, publications, and news 
clippings related to Baton Rouge history and the genealogy of prominent Baton Rouge 
families. The papers also include photographs, correspondence, and other materials 
relating to historic preservation and restoration projects in Baton Rouge. Newsletters, 
correspondence, and records of the organizations Evelyn Thom supported are also 
included. 
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LIST OF SERIES AND SUBSERIES 
 
Series I. Baton Rouge Families and Individuals, 1768-2004, undated 
 
Series II. Baton Rouge History, 1842-2005, undated 
 
Series III. Historic Preservation and Restoration, 1969-2004, undated 
 
Series IV. Organizations, 1966-2003, undated 
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Series I. Baton Rouge families and individuals, 1768-2004, undated 
This series consists of Evelyn Thom’s research files on the prominent individuals and 
families of Baton Rouge.  Many of these files contain biographical sketches, pedigree 
charts, newspaper clippings, and photocopies of original correspondence and official, 
court, and land records relating to members of these families.  The card files contain 
extracts from court and land records and other sources about individuals.  Prominent 
family names in the series include Beauregard, Duplantier, Favrot, Kleinpeter, and 
Staring, among others.  See the container list for families and individuals represented. 
Note: Materials dating from the 18th and 19th centuries are not original.   
 
Series II. Baton Rouge history, 1842-2005, undated 
This series consists of Evelyn Thom’s research files on the history of Baton Rouge. The 
files contain photographs, newspaper clippings, a run of “Gueymard’s Notebook” (a 
Baton Rouge history newspaper column), and photocopies of records. Topics include 
cemeteries, churches, buildings, and historic areas of Baton Rouge such as Beauregard 
Town and Spanish Town. See the container list for additional details. 
 
Series III. Historic Preservation and Restoration, 1969-2004, undated 
This series includes the files and research related to the preservation and restoration 
projects conducted by Evelyn Thom. Files contain research on properties as well as 
photographs, newspaper clippings, and records relating to the project. 
 
Series IV. Organizations, 1966-2003, undated 
This series contains materials relating to organizations involved in preserving the history 
and landmarks of Baton Rouge. Materials include newsletters, bylaws, and meeting 
minutes. See the container list for organizations included here. 
  



THOM (EVELYN) PAPERS  Mss. 5079 
1768-2005, undated LSU LIBRARIES SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

Page 7 of 12 

 
INDEX TERMS 
 
Materials relating to these people, places, and things can be found in the series 
indicated, as represented by their numbers. 
 
Baton Rouge (La.)--Genealogy. I 
Baton Rouge (La.)--History. II 
Baton Rouge (La.)--Church history. II 
Baton Rouge Region (La.)--Genealogy. I 
Baton Rouge Foundation for Historical Louisiana IV 
Cemeteries --Louisiana II 
East Baton Rouge Parish (La.)--Genealogy. I 
East Baton Rouge Parish (La.)--History. II 
Historic buildings—Louisiana—Baton Rouge—Conservation and 
restoration 
Magnolia Mound Plantation (Baton Rouge, La.) 

III, IV 

Motier, Michel-Louis-Christophe-Roch-Gilbert du, marquis de La 
Fayette, 1732-1759 

II 

Plantations--Louisiana. II-III 
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CONTAINER LIST 
 
Stack 
Location Box Folder 

 
Contents (with dates) 

    
Series I. Baton Rouge families and individuals, 1768-2004, undated 
    
119:8 1 1  Allain Family, 1974-1977, undated 
OS:T -- OS 1 Allain Family, 1974-1977, undated 
119:8 1 2 Aubin Family, 1880-1885; 1976, undated 
  3 Aucoin Family, undated 
  4 Avery Family, 1974 & undated 
  5 Barker Family, undated 
  6 Baton Rouge Families, 1969-1986, undated 
OS:T -- OS 1 Baton Rouge Families, 1969-1986, undated 
119:9 4 2 Baton Rouge's Highland Families 
119:8 1 7 Beale, Thomas, and Celeste (Grand Pre) Families, 

1981, undated 
  8 Beauregard Family, 1966-1973, undated 
  9 "Elias Toutant Beauregard" by Evelyn Thom, January 

1973 
  10 Bird Family, 1977, 2002-2004, undated 
  11 Bonnecaze Family, 1920; 1969; undated 
  12 Buffington Family, 1865-2004, undated 
  13 Burden family, 1966; 1990 
OS:T -- OS 1 Burden family, 1966; 1990 
119:8 1 14 Cazedessus Family, 1980-1988 
  15 Comeaux Family, undated 
  16 Conrad Family, 2002-2004, undated 
  17 Daigre Family, 1982 and undated 
  18 Deval/Buhler/Lilley, 1972-1975 and undated 
  19 Devall, Richard & Edith, 1991-2004 
  20 Dunbar, William, 1979 - 2004 
  21 Duncan, Abner, 1939-2004 
119-9 4 1 Armand Duplantier en Amerique: A Biographical Time 

Line by Brenda Perkins, 2003 
119:8 1 22 Duplantier Family, 1975-1977; 2001; undated 
  23 Duplantier Family research, 1975-1977, undated 
119:9 4 3 Duplantier Family - Reunion, 2003 
119:8 1 24  Duplantier/ Joyce, 1821-2004 
OS:T -- OS 1 Duplantier/ Joyce, 1821-2004 
119:9 4 4 Early Families of Magnolia Mound Plantation, 1786-

1841 by Brenda Perkins, 2004 
  5 "Families of the Southern Part of East Baton Rouge 

Parish in its Early History," (Allain to Gardere) 
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Stack 
Location Box Folder 

 
Contents (with dates) 

119:9 4 6 "Families of the Southern Part of East Baton Rouge 
Parish in its Early History," (Gerig to Persac) 

  7 "Families of the Southern Part of East Baton Rouge 
Parish in its Early History," (Piker to Turnbull) 

119:8 1 25  Favrot Family, 1768-1988 
OS:T -- OS 1 Favrot Family, 1768-1988 
119:8 1 26 Foreman Family, undated 
  27 Fulton, Samuel, undated 
  28 Galvez, Bernardo, c. 1979 
  29 Gardere Family, 1975-1976 
  30 Garig Family, 2003, undated 
  31 Grand Pre Family, 1977-1989 and undated 
  32 Don Antonio de Gras - family history, 1963-1966; 

1992; undated 
  33 Gras Family, 1890-1910; 2003, undated 
  34 Hart Family, 1979-1997, undated 
  35 Hickey, Duncan, Mather, and Wickoff, 1973-1975 
  36 Hicky Family, 1869-1997, undated 
119:9 4 8 Highland Families 
119:8 1 37 Huguet and Pike, 1969-1977, undated 
  38  Hutchins, Thomas, 1975-1976 and undated 
OS:T -- OS 1 Hutchins, Thomas, 1975-1976 and undated 
119:9 4 9 Joyce/Turnbill Litigation, 1800 
   10 Joyce and Duplantier Families - notes 
118:8 1 39 Kleinpeter Family, 1823-2002, undated 
  40 Kleinpeter and Allied Families by Evelyn Thom, 1976 
  41 Kleinpeter/Schlarte, 2001-2003, undated 
  42 Kneeland, Ira, 1975 and undated 
  43 Knox Family, 2004-2005, undated 
  44 Labatut Family, 1980 
  45 Lefebvre - Gianelloni/ Longwood Plantation, 2002 and 

undated 
  46 Leonard/St. Maxent, undated 
  47 Lopez Family, 2002-2004, undated 
  48 Lyle/Dickinson/Erwin Families, undated 
  49 McCalop, Stuart, and Daugherty Families 
  50 McGrath, John, 2001 
  51 Morgan, Thomas Gibbs, 1973 and undated 
  52 Murat, Achille, 1969-1974, undated 
  53 Ory Family, 1966, 1977, 2001-2004 
  54 Penny Family, 2003 and undated 
  55 Pike, William S., 2004 and undated 
  56 Piker, John F, 1990 and undated 
OS:T -- OS 1 Piker, John F, 1990 and undated 
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Stack 
Location Box Folder 

 
Contents (with dates) 

119:8 1 57 Pino Family, undated 
  58 Pollock, Oliver and James Willing, 1990 and undated 
  59 Poydras, Julien, 1967 
  60 Prescott, Arthur T., 2004 and undated 
  61 Randolph Family, 2003 and undated 
  62 Riviere Family, 1975 and undated 
  63 Roffignac, Joseph, undated 
  64 Searles, Daniel (Bowie Knife), 1974-1979 
  65 Staring Family, 1981-1989 and undated 
  66 Steer/Lintot/Fulton, 1963, 2004, undated 
 2 1 Stewart/Dougherty, 1968 and undated 
  2 Taylor, Zachary, 1965-1968 
  3 Thomas, Philemon, 1975-1976 
  4 Thomas/Smith/Adams, 1976- 1980 
119:9 6 -- Card files – Baton Rouge Families, A- F 
 7 -- Card files – Baton Rouge Families, G - Q 
119:10 8 -- Card files – Baton Rouge Families, R - Z  
 
Series II: Baton Rouge history, 1842-2005, undated 
    
119:8 2 5 Baker, LA, 1978 and undated 
  6 The Baton Rouge of History by Evelyn Thom, 1967 
119:9 4 11 Baton Rouge History, 1968-1971, 2001 
  12 The Baton Rouge Story by Evelyn Thom 
119:8 2 7 Beauregard Town, 1977-78; 1997 and undated 
  8 Beauregard Town - correspondence and research, 1969-

1979, 2001 
  9 Baton Rouge: Bicentennial, 1976 
  10 Cannon, 1969 
  11 Baton Rouge: Cemeteries, 1975, undated 
119:9 4 13 Catholic Cemetery, undated 
119:8 2 12 Baton Rouge: Cemetery - Highland Cemetery, 1975-

1989 
  13 Baton Rouge: Cemetery - Magnolia Cemetery, 1975-

1988 
  14 Baton Rouge: Cemetery - St. Joseph's Cemetery 
  15 Baton Rouge: Centroplex, 1971-1979 
  16 Baton Rouge: Churches, 1960-1994 
  17 Baton Rouge: St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 1968-1992 
119:9 4 14 Baton Rouge - City Record Book of Council Actions, 

1845-1849 
119:8 2 18 Baton Rouge: Civil War - New York Herald 1862 
  19 The Charlet House - research, August 1974 
  20 Baton Rouge: Downtown, 1972-1999, undated 
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Stack 
Location Box Folder 

 
Contents (with dates) 

119:8 2 21 Baton Rouge: Dutch Highlands, 1977 and 1993 
  22  Baton Rouge: The Early Town, 1811-1970, undated 
OS:T -- OS 1 Baton Rouge: The Early Town, 1811-1970, undated 
119:8 2 23 Baton Rouge: Fire of 1849, 1974 and undated 
  24 Baton Rouge: Fort, 1965-1969 
  25 Goodwood House, 1967-1969 
  26  Gras - Devall Plaza, 1973-1974 
OS:T -- OS 1 Gras - Devall Plaza, 1973-1974 
119:8 2 27 Gras Town - Baton Rouge,  1983-1993 and undated 
119:9 4 15-16 Gueymard Notebook, 1954-1989 
119:10 8 -- Highland Cemetery information 
119:8 2 28 The Highland Heritage of Baton Rouge, 2003, undated 
119:9 4 17  Baton Rouge: Highland Road, 1966-2003 
OS:T -- OS 1 Baton Rouge: Highland Road, 1966-2003 
119:8 2 29 Historic Markers of East Baton Rouge Parish, 1989 
119:9 4 18 A History of the City of the "Red Stick" Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana 
119:8 2 30 Baton Rouge: Houses and Buildings, 1968-2005 
  31 Indian Mounds, 1969-1978 
  32 Lafayette's visit, undated 
119:9 4 19-20 Legacy by Evelyn Thom 
119:8 2 33 Baton Rouge: Landmark Buildings, 1969-1981 
  34 Magnolia Mound Plantation House, 1968-1984 
  35 Baton Rouge: Maps, undated 
  36 Baton Rouge: Markets, undated 
  37 Baton Rouge: Mayors; Government, 1992-1999 
  38 Men in Our Past, undated 
  39 Baton Rouge: Museums, 1963-1977 
  21 Newspaper clippings, 1960-2003 (bulk 1972-1989) 
  40 Baton Rouge: Pentagon Barracks Plan, undated 
119:9 3 1 Plantations, 1976, undated 
  2 Baton Rouge: Roseland Terrace, 1969-1977 
  3-4 Baton Rouge: Spanish Town, 1967-2004 
  5 Spanish Town, History and Revitalization, 1963-1979 
  6 Baton Rouge: Streets, 1968-1992 
 4 22 They Came to Iberville by William Dosite Postell, 1980 
 3 7 Baton Rouge: Trees, 1976-1977 
 
Series III. Historic Preservation and Restoration, 1969-2004, undated 
    
 4 23 134 Main Street Renovations, William R. Brockway 

Architect's Project #8216 
 3 8 136 Main Street Renovations, 1982-1985 
 4 24-25  Florence Coffee House, 1976-1980 
OS:T -- OS 1 Florence Coffee House, 1976-1980 
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Stack 
Location Box Folder 

 
Contents (with dates) 

119:9 
 

4 26 Florence Coffee House: "Le Baton Rouge - A 
publication of Baton Rouge Genealogical and 
Historical Society," Winter 1990 

  27 Florence Coffee House - newspaper clippings, 1971-
1980 

  28 Florence Coffee House - restoration, 1971, undated 
  29 Florence Coffee House Scrapbook, c. 1974 
  30-31 Highland Cemetery, 1969-1978, undated 
  32 Highland Cemetery - newspaper clippings 
  33 Highland Cemetery - pamphlets, historic information, 

and Trustee meeting minutes, 1975-1988, 2002 
  34 Highland Cemetery Preserved, 1978 
 3 9 McDonald Building, 1988-1991 
  10 Pino House, 1967-1974, undated 
 4 35 The Saving of Magnolia Mound by Evelyn Thom 
 
Series IV. Organizations, 1966-2003, undated 
    
 3 11 Civic Beautification Council of Clubs, 1968-1983 
 5 1-2 Civic Beautification Council of Clubs - Newsletter and 

Bylaws, 1970-1974 
  3 Civic Beautification Council of Clubs - Revitalization 

of Old Spanish Town, 1972 
 3 12 East Baton Rouge Beautification Committee, 1970-

1978 
 5 4-6 Foundation Flashes, 1966-1980 
  7 Foundation for Historical Louisiana, 1966-2003 
 3 13 Historic District Committee - Foundation for Historic 

Louisiana, 1978-1999 
 5 8 The Round Table Club Yearbook, 1997-1998 
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