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Use of manuscript materials. If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please fill
out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see. Consult the Container List for location
information needed on the call slip.

Photocopying. Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member. The
existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must be maintained.

Publication. Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright,
literary property rights, and libel.

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish. Any
publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written
permission. Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head,
Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, LA, 70803-3300. When
permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the
LLMVC.

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or
publications. The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary page.
Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley
Collections are welcomed.
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SUMMARY
Size.
Geographic
locations.
Inclusive dates.
Bulk dates.
Language.

Summary.

Organization.

Restrictions on
access.

Related
collections.
Copyright.

Citation.

Stack location(s).

Also available on:

Mss. 2985
LSU Libraries Special Collections

274 items.

Rapides Parish, La.; Shreveport, La.; Opelousas, La.; New Orleans, La.;
Macon County, Ala.; Richmond, Va.; Petersburg, Va.; Farmville, Va,;
Monterrey, Mexico; Mexico City, Mexico

1822-1971

1830-1939

English

Letters and papers belonging to Lewis Texada, a planter of Rapides
Parish, pertaining mainly to property ownership, family occurrences, and
the Civil War letters of Henry W. Allen. Also includes papers of Arnaud
Préot family, comprised of correspondence and musical compositions.

Arranged by family, then chronologically.

No restrictions on access.
None.
Copyright of the original materials is retained by descendants of the

creators in accordance with U.S. copyright law.

Lewis Texada Family Papers, Mss. 2985, Louisiana and Lower
Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La.

W:25: OS:T

Microfilm:5735, Series B, Reel 19
Omission: Printed items, newspapers
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

Lewis E. Texada (b.1818) was the son of Lucy Welsh (b.1794) and Captain John A. Texada
(b.1789), a cotton planter and land owner in Rapides Parish, Louisiana. Lewis Texada graduated
from law school at the University of Virginia, but never practiced. He instead turned to cotton
planting on his Castile Plantation. In 1850, he married Pleasance Hunter (b.1831), who lived on
the adjoining Eden Plantation, and the two had eight children.

Texada served in both houses of the Legislature, being first elected in 1844 as a candidate of the
Whig party in Rapides Parish. In January 1861, Texada was elected a delegate to the State
Convention which took Louisiana out of the Union.

Arnaud Préot, a musician and composer, was born in Lille, France, and came to America as a
young man. He married Elizabeth Hammett in Virginia, where he was a Professor of French and
Music at Roanoke Female College (Danville, VVa.). After his death in 1873, the family moved to
New Orleans. Préot’s daughters, Blanche and Annie, became school teachers in Rapides Parish
and married Texada’s sons, Lewis Manuel and John.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Papers pertain to property ownership in Rapides Parish, including property acquired from the
estate of Henry A. Bullard (1845-1866). Letters (1864-1866) from Louisiana governor, Henry
Watkins Allen, discuss wartime conditions in Shreveport, Louisiana, and Allen's experiences as a
Confederate refugee in Mexico.

Papers of Arnaud Préot and family (1837-1885) pertain to the management of a girls' school in

Virginia and include Confederate civilians' letters (1861-1864) which discuss wartime conditions
and public opinion of the war. The collection contains sheet music and printed items.
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SUBGROUP DESCRIPTIONS
Subgroup 1: Préot family

Préot family papers consist of correspondence and compositions. Some of the letters come from
Halsey Dunning, Principal of Milford Academy to Arnaud Préot (1843, 1848), while many are
written to Elizabeth (Bettie) from her husband (1851-1852, 1856, 1859, undated). Other letters
come from Petersburg, Virginia from Elizabeth’s mother A. Hammett relaying family news
(1861-1862), from Mollie Préot at Farmville Female College to her parents and grandmother
(undated), and letters from friends and family sending condolences for the death of Mollie Préot
(1863). Letters from Rev. John E. Edwards to Arnaud Préot discuss the opening of a girls’
school in Richmond, Va. (1864-1866).

Also included are school papers, such as stories, lessons, and a report card for Mollie A. Préot at
Farmville Female College (1861, undated). A Buckingham Female Collegiate Institute Degree
(undated) and a phrenological chart (undated) can also be found.

The remainder of the Préot family papers is made up of compositions. Most of these entail only
the words of songs written by various people (1858-1880, undated), and include a requiem for
Mollie Préot (1863). In addition to these, the collection also contains sheet music (undated) and
“The Musical Writing Book: A Collection of Practical Exercises” by Prof. H.G. Tiepke (New
York: Pond & Co.), 1871.

Subgroup 2: Texada family

The collection includes letters from Louisiana governor Henry Watkins Allen to Lewis Texada.
Those written from Shreveport discuss the state of affairs during the Civil War (1864), while
those from Monterrey and Mexico City pertain to Allen’s life as a Confederate refugee (1865-
1866).

Documents of the Texada family include land grants (1830, 1833, 1836, 1843), a sale and
transfer of the heirs of James Clanton to Lewis Texada (1852), and tax receipts for Lewis Texada
(1863-1898). Documents pertaining to the estate of Henry A. Bullard and property acquired
from it include judgments, agreements, and memoranda (1852-1854), two mortgages of H.A.
Bullard to Paul Farongia (1822, 1844), and tax receipts (1866). A letter to Texada from a Mr.
Elgee provides legal advice (1852), while a letter from R.L. Luckett reports the death of his
daughter (1881). Tax receipts for Mrs. P.H. Texada, L.M. Texada, and Mrs. Blanche Texada are
also included (1901-1935), along with insurance documents for L.M. Texada (1930-1934), an
application for Homestead Exemption for L.M. Texada (1937), and a story entitled “Texada’s
Tavern” by Amanda W. Geisenberger (undated). Printed items include Sunday Magazine (June
1, 1867); “A Sermon Series on the Beatitudes” (1898); The Sunday Advocate (Mar.14, 1971).
Newspaper clippings consist of copies of a column titled “Our Books Table” that appeared in the
New Orleans Sunday States (April-June1890).
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CROSS REFERENCES
Subject

Allen, Henry Watkins,
1820-1866.

American Confederate

voluntary exiles--Mexico.

Bullard, Henry Adams,
1788-1851.

Girls’ schools--Virginia.

Graham, George Mason,
1807-1891.

Land tenure--Louisiana--
Rapides Parish.

Petersburg (\Va.)--History,

Military--19th century.

San Francisco (Calif.)--
Description and travel.

Date
1864-1866

1865-1866

1845-1866

1837-1866

[1845],
undated

1830-1939,
undated

1861-1864

1866

LSU Libraries Special Collections

Description of relevant documents

5 letters from, pertaining to wartime conditions
in Shreveport and to his experiences as a
Confederate refugee in Mexico, Folder 4.

3 letters from former governor of Louisiana
pertaining to experiences of Confederate
refugees in Mexico, folder 4.

legal papers pertaining to settlement of his estate
and transfers of land ownership.

letters pertaining to the operation of a girls’
school, and letters from a student describing
studies and other activities.

letter of condolence from, undated [1845]

papers of a planter family, pertaining mainly to
land ownership

letters from Confederate civilians pertaining to
wartime conditions in and around Petersburg,
Virginia, and expressing attitudes toward the
war. Préot Family Papers, Folder 1.

letter describing San Francisco and surrounding
area, Aug. 17. Préot Family Papers, Folder 1.
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CONTAINER LIST

Mss. 2985
LSU Libraries Special Collections

Contents (with dates)

1837-1885, undated

Sheet Music, undated

Henry W. Allen Letters (1864-1866)
Lewis Texada and Family Papers (1830-1859)

Lewis Texada and Family Papers, Henry A.
Bullard Estate Papers (1845-1866)

Lewis Texada and Family Papers (1860-1939,

Printed items
Printed items- Sunday Magazine (June 1, 1867)

Empty Envelopes

(Préot Family) Buckingham Female Collegiate
Institute Degree;

(Texada Family) Letters, including G. Mason
Graham letter (1845); Insurance policies for L.M.
Texada (1926, 1931, 1934); phrenological chart;
“A Sermon Series on the Beatitudes” (1898); The
Sunday Advocate (Mar.14, 1971)

Stack
Location Box Folder(s)
Subgroup 1. Préot Family
W:25 la 1-2
3
Subgroup 2. Texada Family
4
5
W:25 1b 6
7-9
undated)
10a
10b
11
OS:T 1
Microfilm:5735, Reel 19

Series B

Omission: Printed items, newspapers
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