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Use of manuscript materials. If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please fill
out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to use. Consult the Container List for location
information needed on the call slip.

Photocopying. Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member before
segregating items to be copied. The existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must
be maintained.

Publication. Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright,
literary property rights, and libel.

Permission to examine archival and manuscript materials does not constitute permission to
publish. Any publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior
written permission. Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the
Head, LLMVC, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, LA 70803-3300. When
Permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the LLMVC.

Prior acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or
publications. The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary
page. Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi
Valley Collection are welcome.
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Also available
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LSU Libraries Special Collections

15 items and 6 volumes.

Red River Parish, La.

ca. 1830-1866

1854-1861.

English.

Plantation diaries and record books for Willow Point Plantation, Red River
Parish, La. and other records of Joseph Toole Robinson and his family.
Records pertain primarily to operations on the cotton plantation, including the
records of cotton production, health, births and deaths of slaves, medical
visits, weather observations, and inventories of tools and animals. Also
includes notations of court cases. There is also mention of Native Americans
in the workforce on the plantation.

Gift, 1957.

Bradford Family Papers (Mss. 735).

No restrictions. Photocopies must be made from microfilm.

Physical rights are retained by the LSU Libraries. Copyright is retained in
accordance with U.S. copyright laws.

Joseph Toole Robinson Papers, Mss. 1413, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi
Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

C:13.

Microfilm 5322, Series |, Part 2, Reel 20
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

Joseph Toole Robinson was a lawyer and the owner of Willow Point Plantation in Red River
Parish, La. Robinson was married three times. At the time he wrote his will in 1853, Robinson
was married to the former Ellind Hemirick (his third wife) who had a daughter by a previous
marriage named Eliza. Robinson had five children from two previous marriages: Emmett (from
first wife Arcine Trichell), and James, Irene, Alice, and Joseph (from second wife Harriett
Cable). Emmett Robinson married the former Sarah Dickson in 1866.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Collection chiefly reflects plantation operation and economy on a Northwest Louisiana cotton
plantation in the mid-1800s. The six volumes of plantation diaries contain vital statistics and
health records of slaves; summary records of visits by physicians; daily observations of the
weather and instrument readings of temperature; individual records of cotton picking, rail
splitting, etc.; annual production of cotton and weights of individual bales; and work assignments
of the blacksmith and carpenter. Other items in the collection primarily include notations of
court cases, 1838-1839; the will of Joseph Toole Robinson, dated 1853; prescriptions and bills
for medical services, 1859-1861; the marriage contract of Emmett T. Robinson (Joseph Toole
Robinson’s oldest son) and Sarah Dickson, 1866; and two undated school compositions by Sallie
Dickson
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LIST OF SERIES

Series I. Legal Papers, 1853, 1866.

Series I1. Financial/Medical Papers, 183-, 1859-1861.
Series I11. Writings, undated

Series V. Plantation Diaries and Records, 1854-1861

SERIES DESCRIPTIONS
Series I. Legal Papers, 1853, 1866 (2 Items)

Will of Joseph Toole Robinson, May 10, 1853.
Marriage contract of Emmett T. Robinson and Sarah Dickson, January 23, 1866.

Series Il. Financial/Medical Papers, 183-, 1859-1861 (10 Items)

Includes bills for medical services and prescriptions, receipts for cotton freight charges,
and memoranda of cotton weights. Arranged chronologically.

Series I11. Writings, undated (2 Items)
School compositions by Sallie Dickson.
Series 1V. Plantation Diaries and Records, 1854-1861 (1 Item, 6 Volumes)
Includes plantation diaries recording cotton cultivation, individual records of cotton

picking, rail splitting, etc.; and inventory, vital statistics, and health records of slaves.
Early weather observations and instrument readings of temperature were also recorded.



ROBINSON (JOSEPH TOOLE) PAPERS Mss. 1413
Ca.1830-1866 LSU Libraries Special Collections

INDEX TERMS

Materials about these topics are found in the series indicated.

Antenuptial contracts Series |

Cotton growing--Louisiana Series Il and 1V
Diaries Series 1V
Inventories Series 1V
Louisiana--Climate--History--Sources Series IV
Medical records Series Il and IV
Plantation owners--Louisiana--Red River Parish Series Il and IV
Plantations--Louisiana--Red River Parish Series Il and IV
Red River Parish (La.)--History--19" century Series IV

Slave records--Louisiana Series Il and IV
Slaveholders--Louisiana Series Il and IV
Slavery--Louisiana--Red River Parish Series Il and 1V
Slaves--Louisiana--Red River Parish Series Il and IV
Willow Point Plantation (La.) Series I, I, and 1V
Wills Series |
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CONTAINER LIST

Location Box Folder Contents

I. Legal Papers

C:13 1 1 1853, 1866
Il. Financial/Legal Papers
2 183-, 1859-1861
1. Writings
3 undated

IV. Plantation Diaries and Records (1 folder, 6 volumes)

4 1854

Vol.1  1854-Jan. 1855

Vol.2  Oct. 1854-Jan. 1855

Vol.3 1855

Vol.4 1856

Vol.5  1859-Jan. 1860

Vol.6  Feb. 1860-Feb. 1861

MF 5322 Microfilm 5322
Series |, Part 2, Reel 20
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