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SUMMARY 
 
Size.   7 linear ft., 5 volumes,  
  
Geographic Locations Louisiana 
  
Inclusive Dates. 1718-1939 
  
Bulk 1832-1939 
  
Languages. . English, French, Spanish 
  
Summary.   The J. Fair Hardin collection includes correspondence, proofs, drafts, 

reports, maps, articles, and speeches, as well as research materials 
created or collected by Hardin. The papers pertain to his efforts to 
mark historical sites in Louisiana (especially the Presidio de Nuestra 
Seänora del Pilar de Los Adaes site in Natchitoches Parish, La.). 
Also included are the papers concerning the research, writing, and 
publishing of his book, Northwestern Louisiana (1939). 

  
Access Restrictions Vault items are restricted. Use surrogates if available. 
  
Reproduction Note May be reproduced. 
  
Copyright.  Physical rights are retained by the LSU Libraries.  Copyright of the 

original materials is retained by descendants of the creators of the 
materials in accordance with U.S. copyright law. 

  
Related Collections. J. Fair Hardin Papers, Mss. 935, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi 

Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La.  
 
J. Fair Hardin Papers, Mss. 2264, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi 
Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La.  

  
Citation.  J. Fair Hardin Collection, Mss. 1014, Louisiana and Lower 

Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La.                                        
  
Stack Location(s).  S:29-36; 78:66-67; P:2; OS:H; 98:H; Vault:3; Map Cage; Mss. MF:H   
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 
 
James Fair Hardin was a Shreveport, Louisiana, attorney who became Assistant U.S. Attorney for 
the Western District of Louisiana. He was also a historian, serving for a time as vice-president of 
the Louisiana Historical Association, and the author of a three-volume work called Northwestern 
Louisiana: a history of the watershed of the Red River, 1714-1937; an historical reference edition 
preserving the record of the growth and development of the territory together with genealogical 
and memorial records of its prominent families and personages, covering the parishes of Caddo, 
Bossier, Webster, Claiborne, Lincoln, Jackson, Bienville, Red River, DeSoto, Sabine, Natchitoches, 
Winn, Grant and Rapides that was published in 1939. Hardin was killed in an automobile accident 
near Minden, La., in October 1940. 
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 
The collection includes Hardin's correspondence, proofs, drafts, reports, maps, articles, and 
speeches, as well as research materials collected by him. The papers pertain to his efforts to mark 
historical sites in Louisiana, especially the Presidio de Nuestra Señora del Pilar de Los Adaes site 
in Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana, and to researching, writing, and publishing his book. The 
research materials consist of original historical documents, translations of French and Spanish 
colonial records, and reproductions of documents and maps in European, Washington, and 
Louisiana repositories that relate to Louisiana's early history, especially land claims and settlement 
in northwest Louisiana. The principal subjects of his research are the clearing of the Red River raft 
and the removal and migration of the Caddo Indians from Louisiana.  
 
Included in his research materials are land grants and other documents of Marquis de Maison 
Rouge and Baron de Bastrop, papers of Juan Filhiol relating to Ouachita Parish, La., and the letters, 
statements, and other records of Indian agents in northwestern Louisiana (especially Jehiel Brooks 
and Charles A. Sewall, who dealt with the Caddo Indians).  
 
Civil War materials are also present and include letters, Confederate currency and notes, Hardin's 
research and notes regarding the Red River Campaign, and the letter book of J. W. Sims, assistant 
quartermaster of the post at Natchitoches, Trans-Mississippi Department. Included in the Civil War 
materials are the letters (1861-1877) of John C. Moncure (1861-1877), Shreveport lawyer, 
Confederate soldier, and Reconstruction-era state legislator. He writes of his participation in the 
Battles of Mansfield and Pleasant Hill and corresponds with his father in Virginia, who relates 
developments there, and with French General Camille Polignac, about the cause of the South and 
Reconstruction.  
 
The large group of maps includes those of Louisiana and various locations within the state, such as 
towns, parishes, military posts, and Civil War battles. Photographs include portraits of the wife of 
Henry Shreve, the Red River raft (ca. 1872), and the site of the Presidio of Los Adaes, Natchitoches 
Parish, La.  
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LIST OF SERIES 
 
Series I.  Baron de Bastrop and Marquis de Maison Rouge Materials, 1797-1939 
 
Series II.  Caddo Indian Affairs Papers, 1804-1935, undated 
 
Series III.  Juan Filhiol Papers, 1783-1935 
 
Series IV.  George Hunter Journal, 1804-1928, undated 
 
Series V.  The Presidio of Nuestra Senora Del Pilar De Los Adaes Materials, 1926-1939, 

undated 
 
Series VI.  Red River Raft Papers, 1835-1929, undated 
 
Series VII.  Miscellaneous Papers, 1726-1939, undated 
 
Series VIII.  Historic Sites in Louisiana Records, 1923-1936, undated 
 
Series IX.  History of Northwestern Louisiana Materials, 1806-1939, undated 
 
Series X.  Printed and Graphic Materials, 1839-1938, undated 
 
Series XI.  Maps, 1718-1938, undated 
 
Series XII.  Manuscript Volumes, 1903-1939, undated  
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INDEX TERMS 

 
Bastrop, Felipe Enrique Neri, Baron de, 1759-1827.  
 
Brooks, Jehiel. 
 
Caddo Indians--History. 
 
Confederate States of America. Army. Trans-Mississippi Dept. 
 
Historic preservation--Louisiana. 
 
Indian agents--Louisiana. 
 
Indians of North America—Relocation.  
 
Louisiana--History--To 1803.  
 
Louisiana--History--Civil War, 1861-1865.  
 
Maison Rouge, Joseph, Marquis de, d. 1799  
 
Moncure, John C. 
 
Money--Confederate States of America.  
 
Morehouse Parish (La.)--History.  
 
Ouachita Parish (La.)--History. 
 
Polignac, Camille de, b. 1832.      
 
Presidio de Nuestra Seänora del Pilar de Los Adaes Site (La.) 
 
Reconstruction--Louisiana. 
 
Red River Expedition, 1864.  
 
Red River (Tex.-La.)--History.  
 
Red River (Tex.-La.)--Navigation.  
 
Sewall, Charles A.  
 
Shreve, Henry Miller, 1785-1851. 
 

http://lsu.louislibraries.org/uhtbin/cgisirsi/PyKMR2L4tc/250430214/18/X651/XSUBJECT/Louisiana+History+To+1803.
http://lsu.louislibraries.org/uhtbin/cgisirsi/1VPNqU4AGO/250430214/18/X651/XSUBJECT/Red+River+%28Tex.-La.%29+Navigation.


HARDIN (J. FAIR) COLLECTION          Mss. 1014 
1718-1939, undated    LSU LIBRARIES SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
 
Sims, J. W., Captain. 
 
Sons of Confederate Veterans (Organization)  
 
Southern States--Foreign relations--France.  
 
Virginia--History--Civil War, 1861-1865.  
 
Correspondence.  
 
Land grants.   
 
Maps. 
 
Paper money. 
 
Engraving blocks. 
  

http://lsu.louislibraries.org/uhtbin/cgisirsi/nLdWmYi873/250430214/18/X655/XSUBJECT/Paper+money.
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CONTAINER LIST 
 
Stack 
Location 

 
Box 

 
Folder 

 
Contents (with dates) 

  Series I. Baron de Bastrop and Marquis de Maison Rouge 
Materials, 1797-1939 

S:29-36 1 1 Baron de Bastrop land grants, 1823-1858 
  2-4 Marquis de Maison Rouge land grants, 1843-1849 
OS:H -- OS 1 Oversize land grants re: Baron de Bastrop and Marquis 

de Maison Rouge (6 items), 1797, 1812, 1848-49 
S:29-36  5-9 Typescript for The Marquis de Maison Rouge, the 

Baron de Bastrop, and Colonel Abraham Morehouse…, 
1939 

    
  Series II. Caddo Indian Affairs Papers, 1804-1935, undated 
 2 1-2 Certified copies of documents, 1809-1846 
  3-8 Jehiel Brooks letters, 1830-1836, undated 
  9 Charles A. Sewall correspondence, 1838-1841 
  10 Grappe claim, 1846 and undated 
  11 Thomas Hunter field notes, 1853-1857 
  12 John Sibley, “Vocabulary of the Caddos,” 1804-1879 
  13 J. Fair Hardin correspondence, 1935 
  14 Victor Barringer article, undated 
    
  Series III. Juan Filhiol Papers, 1783-1835 
 3 1 Correspondence, 1834-1835 
  2-3 Report, 1786 
  4 Instructions of Governor Miro to Filhiol, 1783 
    
  Series IV. George Hunter Journal, 1804-1928, undated 
 4 1 Typewritten transcription of journal, circa 1928 
  2 Thomas Jefferson letter, undated 
  3 Correspondence, 1928 
  4 Journal, 1804-1805 
    
  Series V. The Presidio of Nuestra Senora Del Pilar De Los Adaes 

Materials, 1926-1939, undated 
 5 1-2 Los Adayes Mission and Presidio, undated 
  3-6 Correspondence, 1926-1931 
  7-8 Correspondence, 1932-1939, undated 
    
  Series VI. Red River Raft Papers, 1835-1929, undated 
 6 1 Papers, 1835-1836 
  2 Papers, reports, and correspondence, 1836-1929, 

undated 
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Stack 
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Box 

 
Folder 
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  Series VII. Miscellaneous Papers, 1726-1939, undated 
OS:H -- OS 2 Agreement between Secretary of War Henry Dearborn 

and John Smith of Ohio regarding provisions for posts 
in Louisiana, 1805 

   Certification of land grant of John Baptiste Ailhaud St. 
Anne of Natchitoches Parish, La., 1811 

   Survey of land of Pierre Charrio, in northwest 
Louisiana, 1839 

   Copy of 1871 town plat of Pleasant Hill, La., 1871 
   Certificate of election of J. W. Ford to Caddo Parish 

Judge, signed by Governor Warmoth, 1872 
   Sibley family tree, 1907 
S:29-36 1 10 “Fort Miro” by John R. Humble, 1813-1853, 1939 
Vault: 3 7 -- J. W. Sims Letter book, 1863-1864 [RESTRICTED – 

use microfilm at Mss. MF: H] 
  -- Confederate currency, undated [RESTRICTED] 
S:29-36 8 1-2 Hardin articles and talks, undated 
  3 “Memoire” by Nicholas Ignace de Beaubois, 1726-1731 
  4 W. P. Conway letter, 1861 
  5 Copies of various documents, 1776-1879, undated 
  6-7 Flourney family papers, 1834-1935, undated 
  8 Extract from the published diary of Lt. Col. Fremantle, 

1863 
  9 Typewritten copy of J.D. Garland letter, 1864 
  10 Charles Gayarre letter, 1885 
 9 1 Louisiana State Capitol paintings, circa 1932 
  2 Louisiana western boundary, 1806-1836 
  3 Mississippi Valley Historical Association, 1927-1931 
  4 John C. Moncure papers, 1861-1877 
  5 Mrs. S. W. Osborn letter, 1864 
  6 Henry M. Shreve documents, 1817 
  7 Southern Pacific Railroad Company script, 1866 
  8 U. S. Census population bulletin, Louisiana, 1931 
  9 J. H. Williamson letters, 1872 
  10 A.T. Witbeck correspondence, 1927-1928 
 10 1 “Special Investigation of Louisiana Historical Projects 

(Including Mansfield and Pleasant Hill Battlefields)” by 
William Hogan, 1936 

  2 La Louisianne sur les Sauvages, 1733 
  3 Louisiana bibliography, undated 
  4 Sketches of Louisiana members of Congress (1774-

1927), 1928 
  5 Papers, 1831 and undated 
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  Series VIII. Historic Sites in Louisiana Records, 1923-1936, 
undated 

S:29-36 11 1-6 Correspondence, 1923-March 1931 
 12 1-8 Correspondence, April 1931-June 1934 
 13 1-7 Correspondence, July 1934 - December 1936, undated 
    
  Series IX. History of Northwestern Louisiana Materials, 1806-

1939, undated 
 14 1 Bienville Parish, 1927, undated 
  2 Bossier Parish, undated 
  3-7 Caddo Parish, 1836-1939, undated 
  8 Calcasieu Parish, circa 1930 
  9 Claiborne Parish, undated 
 15 1 De Soto Parish, 1864-1939 
  2 Lincoln Parish, 1938-1939 
  3-4 Natchitoches Parish, 1806-1939 
  5 Rapides Parish, circa 1888-1936 
  6 Red River Parish, circa 1888-1936 
  7 Sabine Parish, 1833-1930 
  8 Webster Parish, 1888-1936 
  9 Winn Parish, 1939 
 16 1-5 Correspondence, 1936-1939, undated 
 17 1-3 Typescript drafts, undated 
 18 1-6 Page proofs, undated 
OS:H -- OS 2 Oversized proof page with handwritten notes, 1939  
78:66-67 20-23 -- Engraving plates used to illustrate Hardin’s History of 

Northeastern Louisiana, 1939 [HEAVY] 
    
  Series X. Printed and Graphic Materials, 1839-1938, undated 
S:29-36 19 1 Aerial view of LSU campus, 1938 
  2-9 Photographs, 1938 and undated 
OS:H -- OS 2 Photograph: “Outline History of the Third Attack 

Group, GHQ, Air Force,” circa 1936 
   “The Carrying on of a Royal Highway,” by Mrs. 

Lipscomb Norvell, 1936 
   Brochure on the history of the Old Spanish Trail (U.S. 

Hwy 90), 1933 
   Facsimile of Declaration of Independence, 1926 
   “Louisiana’s ‘Happy Shore’ Lures the Happy Motorist,” 

undated 
98:H 24 -- Newspapers, 1839-1875, 1915-1938 
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MC:  
Case 1, 
Drawer 8 

Roll 154 -- Colored plans and prints of the restoration of Mission 
Espiritu Santo, Goliad Park, Goliad, TX, by the 
National Park Service, 1936 

    
  Series XI. Maps, circa 1718-1938, undated 
 Roll 131 -- Map showing the location of American Indian tribes in 

Louisiana, undated 
 Roll 132 -- Map of 18th-century Louisiana roads, undated 
MC: 3 -- 1 Barksdale Field, 1930 
 -- 2 Caddo Indian Agency Site, 1842 
 -- 3 Township Maps of Caddo Parish, 1839-1926 (9 items) 
MC: Mss. 
Flat 

-- 4 Cross Lake Area, Caddo Parish, circa 1922 

MC:3 -- 5 Fort Jesup, circa 1846-1849 (5 items) 
MC: Mss. 
Flat 

-- 6 Fort Turnball, Shreveport, undated (6 items) 

MC:3 -- 7 Survey of claims in Grant Parish, circa 1803-1811 (2 
items) 

 -- 8 Grappe claim, circa 1841 
MC: Mss. 
Flat 

-- 9 Goliad State Park, Texas, 1749-1830; 1937-1938 

MC:3 -- 10 Iberville River, circa 1770 
 -- 11 Kisatchie National Forest, 1938 
 -- 12 City of Lake Charles, 1927, 1933 (2 items) 
 -- 13 Las Ormigas Grant, circa 1800 
 -- 14 Los Adayes [Adaes], 1721-1931 (3 items) 
 -- 15 Louisiana, circa 1718 (2 items) 
 -- 16 Louisiana, circa 1720 
 -- 17 Louisiana, circa 1721 
 -- 18 Louisiana, 1726 
 -- 19 Louisiana, circa 1740 
 -- 20 Louisiana, 1744 
 -- 21 Parts of Louisiana and West Florida, circa 1764 
 -- 22 Louisiana, circa 1766 (8 items) 
 -- 23 Louisiana, circa 1782 
 -- 24 Louisiana, circa 1816 
 -- 25 Louisiana, north of the baseline 31 degrees N. Lat., 

circa 1827-28 
 -- 26 Louisiana, circa 1824 
 -- 27 Louisiana, circa 1828 
 -- 28 Louisiana, circa 1839 
 -- 29 Louisiana, circa 1842 
 -- 30 Louisiana and part of Arkansas, circa 1843 
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Stack 
Location 

 
Box 

 
Folder 
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MC:3 -- 31 Louisiana, circa 1846 
 -- 32 Louisiana, circa 1851 
 -- 33-34 Louisiana, circa 1854 
 -- 35 Louisiana, circa 1857 
 -- 36 Parts of Louisiana and Arkansas, circa 1864 
 -- 37 Southern Louisiana and Mississippi, circa 1861 
 -- 38 Northwest Louisiana, circa 1895 (2 items) 
 -- 39 “A Literary Map of Louisiana,” undated 
 -- 40 Map showing 18th and early 19th-century roads in 

Louisiana, undated 
 -- 41 Map showing American Indian tribes in Louisiana, 

undated 
MC: Mss. 
Flat 

-- 42 Battle of Mansfield, 1864 

MC:3 -- 43 Mississippi River from Balise to Fort Chartres, circa 
1770 

 -- 44 Marquis de Maison Rouge claims in Morehouse and 
Ouachita Parishes, circa 1797 

 -- 45 Natchitoches District of Louisiana, circa 1834 
MC: Mss. 
Flat 

-- 46 Natchitoches Parish, 1930 

MC:3 -- 47 Township maps of Natchitoches Parish, circa 1825-
1850 (6 items) 

 -- 48 City of Natchitoches, undated 
 -- 49 Province of New Mexico, circa 1770 
 -- 50 New Orleans, 1744 
 -- 51 Orleans Territory, 1806 
MC: Mss. 
Flat 

-- 52 Pleasant Hill, 1864, 1934 (8 items) 

MC:3 -- 53 Red River, circa 1730-1836 (4 items) 
 -- 54 Red River Valley Expedition, 1864-65 (3 items) 
 -- 55 Township maps of Sabine Parish, circa 1840-1885 (4 

items) 
 -- 56 Shreveport, circa 1839-1924 (3 items) 
 -- 57 Texas and part of New Mexico, circa 1857 
    
  Series XII. Manuscript Volumes, 1903-1939, undated 
P:2 Vol. 1-2 -- Typescripts of various articles and talks, undated  
 Vol. 3 -- “A Compilation of Statutes Relating to Louisiana State 

University and Agricultural and Mechanical College,” 
1939 
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P:2 Vol. 4 -- “The Life and Writings of Madame Sidonie de la 
Houssaye,” by Velma Savoie, M.A. thesis for LSU, 
1936 

 Vol. 5 -- Minute book: Camp Kirby Smith #435, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 1903-1912 
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