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Use of manuscript materials. If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please fill
out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see. Consult the Container List for location
information needed on the call slip.

Photocopying. Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member. The
existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must be maintained.

Publication. Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright,
literary property rights, and libel.

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish. Any
publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written
permission. Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head,
Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, LA, 70803-3300. When
permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the
LLMVC.

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or
publications. The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary
page. Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi
Valley Collections are welcomed.
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Mss. 505
LSU Libraries Special Collections

4 items

Bolivar County, Miss.; Helena, Ark.; Chelsea, Mass.

1839, 1861-1862

N/A

English

Papers of Sion R. and Washington L. Simmons. Includes an 1862 letter
from Washington L. while a federal prisoner at Helena, Arkansas, to
Charles White of Chelsea, Massachusetts.

Chronological.

No restrictions. If microfilm is available, photocopies must be made from
microfilm.

N/A
Copyright of the original materials is retained by descendants of the
creators in accordance with U.S. copyright law.

Sion R. and Washington L. Simmons Papers, Mss. 505, Louisiana and
Lower Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La.

Misc.:S
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

Washington L. and Sion R. Simmons lived in Bolivar County, Mississippi. Washington
Simmons served in the Confederate States Army. He was captured in 1862 and held as a federal
prisoner in Helena, Arkansas.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Papers consist of a photostatic copy of tax receipt of S. R. Simmons for the year of 1838 for
$266.60, signed by W. H. Starke, sheriff and tax collector of Bolivar County, Miss. (Mar. 10,
1839); a quotation from a letter of W. La Fayette Simmons, describing the location of Concordia,
Miss., and Bolivar County [Miss.] (Mar. 18, 1861); and a photostatic copy of letter from W. La
Fayette Simmons, Helena, Ark., to Charles White in Chelsea, Mass., telling of his marriage to
White’s daughter, Mary, and his inability to visit or write to the bride’s parents and announce the
marriage due to the disruption of communication between the North and South. Simmons was
held prisoner by Union forces in Helena, Ark., and had asked his wife to go to the home of his
brother-in-law, Ben May in Grenada, Miss., and await his discharge. Simmons expresses his
hope that the South might gain its autonomy (Sept. 6, 1862). Also included is a photostatic copy
of a map showing the location of a plantation in Bolivar County, Miss. (undated).

See:  Knieper, Pearl Mae, “Letter of a Mississippi Soldier to His Father-In-Law in
Massachusetts” in the Journal of Mississippi History, (Jackson, 1939- ), v (January 1943).
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INDEX TERMS

Bolivar County (Miss.)

Concordia (Miss.)--Description and travel.
Correspondence.

Maps.

Plantations--Mississippi--Bolivar County.

Receipts (financial records)

Simmons, Mary White.

Simmons, Sion R.

Simmons, Washington L. (Washington La Fayette)
United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865.
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LSU Libraries Special Collections
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