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Use of manuscript materials. If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group,
please fill out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see. Consult the Container
List for location information needed on the call slip.

Photocopying. Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.
Do not remove items to be photocopied. The existing order and arrangement of unbound
materials must be maintained. Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm,
digital scan, photocopy of original held by LSU Libraries), when available.

Publication. Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding
copyright, literary property rights, and libel.

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish.
Any publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific
prior written permission. Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in
writing to the Head, Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton
Rouge, LA, 70803-3300. When permission to publish is granted, two copies of the
publication will be requested for the LLMVC.

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or
publications. The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the
summary page. Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and
Lower Mississippi Valley Collections are welcomed.
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LAUGHLIN (CLARENCE JOHN) SCRAPBOOKS Mss. 5010

1880-1920 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES
SUMMARY

Size 3 linear feet.

Geographic Locations New York; France

Inclusive Dates 1880-1920

Languages English, French

Summary Clarence John Laughlin (1905-1985) is widely credited as

the first surrealist photographer in the United States and is
best known for his images of the American South. Fourteen
scrapbooks and loose materials from the scrapbooks
featuring Christmas cards, New Year cards, French
advertisements, and images of animals, flowers, and

children.
Access Restrictions None
Reproduction Note Reproduction is permitted.
Copyright For those materials not in the public domain, copyright is

retained by the descendants of the creators in accordance
with U.S. Copyright law.

Related Collections Laughlin Book Collection, part of the LSU Libraries Rare
Book Collections. See
http://www.lib.Isu.edu/special/cc/laughlin.html for more
information or choose “Lauglin Collection-Remote Storage”
as a location in the online catalog.

Citation Clarence John Laughlin Scrapbooks, Mss. 5010, Louisiana
and Lower Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries,
Baton Rouge, La.

Stack Location(s) E:123-124
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LAUGHLIN (CLARENCE JOHN) SCRAPBOOKS Mss. 5010
1880-1920 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES

BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

Clarence John Laughlin was born in 1905 in Lake Charles, La. He is widely credited as
the first surrealist photographer in the United States and is best known for his images of
the American South. Laughlin died on January 2, 1985, and is buried in the Pere
Lachaise cemetery in Paris, France.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The Clarence John Laughlin Scrapbooks consist of fourteen scrapbooks of collages from
the late Victorian era (ca. 1880). The collection also contains loose materials from the
scrapbooks, primarily comprised of images clipped from advertisements. The collection
includes collages of Christmas cards, New Year cards, French advertisements, and
images of animals, flowers, and children.

See the Container List for additional details.
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LAUGHLIN (CLARENCE JOHN) SCRAPBOOKS Mss. 5010
1880-1920 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES

INDEX TERMS

Advertisements.

Advertising--France

Christmas cards.

Collages (visual works)

Fashion illustrations (layout features)
New Year cards.

Valentines.
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https://lsu.louislibraries.org:5203/uhtbin/cgisirsi/Uugn2oT1H5/MIDL-MAIN/98740071/18/X655/XSUBJECT/Advertisements.
https://lsu.louislibraries.org:5203/uhtbin/cgisirsi/4N8ELoSnln/MIDL-MAIN/98740071/18/X655/XSUBJECT/Christmas+cards.
https://lsu.louislibraries.org:5203/uhtbin/cgisirsi/hlEKysA6lk/MIDL-MAIN/98740071/18/X655/XSUBJECT/Collages+(visual+works)
https://lsu.louislibraries.org:5203/uhtbin/cgisirsi/CORSY4s3Dx/MIDL-MAIN/98740071/18/X655/XSUBJECT/Fashion+illustrations+(layout+features)
https://lsu.louislibraries.org:5203/uhtbin/cgisirsi/9ELgFPqJrx/MIDL-MAIN/98740071/18/X655/XSUBJECT/New+Year+cards.
https://lsu.louislibraries.org:5203/uhtbin/cgisirsi/ALY6yQYrRI/MIDL-MAIN/98740071/18/X655/XSUBJECT/Valentines.

LAUGHLIN (CLARENCE JOHN) SCRAPBOOKS Mss. 5010
1880-1920 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES

CONTAINER LIST
Location Box Description of contents

E:123-124 1 This box contains loose images clipped from advertisements
and greeting cards, including images of flowers, animals,
children, and Christmas wreaths.

E:123-124 2 This box contains three folders, an 1894 photograph from
Niagara Falls and loose images clipped from advertisements
and greeting cards. The box also includes the contents of a
scrapbook with the inscription “Sadie Holbrook, from,
loving Aunt Sara, Christmas, 1881.” The scrapbook pages
include collages of images clipped from advertisements,
Christmas cards, New Year cards, and religious images.

E:123-124 3 This box contains loose scrapbook pages with collages of
illustrated advertisements and business cards. The
advertisements are for products such as French chocolates
(le chocolat-Louit), Tansill’s Punch cigars, and Preston &
Merrill’s yeast powder. The pages also include images of
children and animals.

E:123-124 4 This box contains Scrapbooks 1, 2, and 3. Scrapbook 1 has
a border of roses with three small pictures of girls on the
cover. The scrapbook has cloth pages and contains collages
of children’s nursery rhymes, poems, and images of people
clipped from advertisements and magazines. Scrapbook 2
has a drawing of a blond girl with a gold-embossed border
on the cover. The scrapbook dates from approximately 1887
and contains collages of advertisements, some religious
images, and images of musical instruments, animals, and
flowers. The scrapbook also contains Christmas cards.
Scrapbook 3 has a red cover with the word “Scraps” printed
and the year “1873” written on it. The scrapbook is
composed primarily of collages of valentines, Christmas
cards, and New Year cards.

E:123-124 5 This box contains Scrapbooks 4, 5, and 6. Scrapbook 4 has
a red cover with gold and black designs and two pictures of
children on it. The scrapbook contains collages of flowers,
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LAUGHLIN (CLARENCE JOHN) SCRAPBOOKS Mss. 5010

1880-1920

Location

E:123-124

E:123-124

E:123-124

Box

6

7

8

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES

Description of contents

animals, children (including some Punch and Judy images),
and religious themes. Scrapbook 5 is black with the words
“Scrap Book” printed on the cover. The scrapbook contains
collages of valentines, Christmas cards, New Year cards,
flowers, animals, landscapes, as well as images clipped from
advertisements. Scrapbook 6 is spiral-bound and has a tan
cover. The scrapbook contains primarily fashion
illustrations, including images with Marie-Antoinette
inspired fashions.

This box contains Scrapbook 7, which has a red cover with
gold and black designs and the title in French “Album de
Collections” on it. The scrapbook contains collages of
French advertisements, including ads for Guérin-Boutron
and Saintoin chocolates, as well as illustrated business cards
from various stores in Paris, France. The album also
contains cards from stores in Etampes and Lille, France.

This box contains Scrapbooks 8 and 9. Scrapbook 8 has a
dark brown cover with gold leaf designs and drawings of
two children on it. The scrapbook contains collages of
Christmas cards, New Year cards, business cards, and
advertisements. Scrapbook 9 has a black cover and contains
collages of illustrated business cards, advertisements,
Christmas cards, New Year cards, Easter cards, and various
religious images.

This box contains Scrapbooks 10 and 11. Scrapbook 10 has
a maroon cover with black and blue designs and the word
“Cards” on it. The following inscription is on the inside
front cover: “Herbert W. Nelson, from Kate, Christmas
1881.” The scrapbook contains collages of Christmas cards,
Easter cards, and images of children and animals.
Scrapbook 11 has a green cover with a black and gold floral
border and the words “Scrap Book” on it. The scrapbook
dates from approximately 1880 and contains collages of
Christmas cards, Easter cards, fashion illustrations, images
of animals (including birds, cats, dogs, and horses), flowers,
and Asian-inspired motifs.
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LAUGHLIN (CLARENCE JOHN) SCRAPBOOKS Mss. 5010

1880-1920 SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES
Location Box Description of contents
E:123-124 9 This box contains Scrapbooks 12, 13, and 14. Scrapbook 12

has a red cover with gold and black designs and the word
“Album” on it. The scrapbook dates from approximately
1905 and contains collages primarily of Valentines, Easter
cards, and images of flowers. Scrapbook 13 has a maroon
cover with gold illustrations of plants and birds and the word
“Album” in blue on it. The scrapbook contains collages of
religious themes, Christmas cards, and images of flowers
and animals. Scrapbook 14 is brown with a portrait of a
woman on the cover. The scrapbook dates from
approximately 1885 and contains collages of fashion
illustrations, business cards, and advertisements (including
images of sewing machines, crockery, and glassware). The
scrapbook also contains Christmas cards, valentines, and
images of children.
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