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Contact the LSU Libraries Patent & Trademark Librarian 
 

 for information resources available from the LSU Libraries  
 

 to request patent and trademark search instruction 
 

 to request resources to add to the collection or other library assistance 

 

Jan Thomas 

Patent & Trademark Librarian 

578-4680 

jthomas@lsu.edu 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

LSU Libraries is one of 85 Patent & Trademark Depository Libraries (PTDLs) in the U.S. and the only in 

Louisiana.  Our research tools and information are free and available to the public.  For more information and 

patent search tutorials see our website http://www.lib.lsu.edu/sci/ptdl/index.htm. 

 

Resources Available at LSU Libraries 

 

PubWEST:  Available only through PTDLs, this is the same search interface Patent Examiners are using to 

research Prior Art.  It combines the databases of patents and patent applications into one search. 

 

CASSIS: This computer system was developed by the USPTO for patent and trademark research.  One of its 

unique advantages is the ability users have to download large amounts of information into Excel Spreadsheets. 

 

Free Informational Brochures and Handouts provided by the USPTO regarding their various services and 

programs. 

 

Patent It Yourself 

REF KF 3114.6 .P74 2005 

 

Patent, Copyright, and Trademark 

REF KF 2980 .E44 2006 

 

More print resources available. 
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General Information from the United States Patent & Trademark Office 

 

General Information Concerning Patents 

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general 

Published by the USPTO, this site provides an overview of the patent process, including what 

can be patented, how to apply, and filing fees. 

 

What are Patents, Trademarks, Servicemarks, and Copyrights? 

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/whatis.htm 

This site provides general information about the difference between patents, trademarks, 

servicemarks and copyrights.   

 

Inventor’s Resources 

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/com/iip/index.htm 

Compiled by the USPTO, this site offers Inventors a wealth of information, from general 

FAQs to a database of approved intellectual property attorneys and agents searchable by 

location.  There is also a place to file a complaint on an invention promotion firm, and view 

other inventor complaints.  

 

Tools for Researching Patents 

 

USPTO Patent Databases 

www.uspto.gov/patft/index.html 

Allows for Classification searching, the most comprehensive search on the web. 

 

Google Patents 

www.google.com/patents 

Graphic user-friendly interface, however be aware that it only searches by keyword which is 

not comprehensive. 

 

Free Patents Online 

www.freepatentsonline.com 

This site also uses keyword searching; the main benefit is the PDF format for ease in viewing 

and printing. 

 

Patent 2 PDF 

www.pat2pdf.org 

This site will retrieve the patent in PDF format for easy viewing and printing. 

 

Patent Search Tutorials 

 

Each of the following tutorials will walk you through the patent search process.  A thorough 

patent search takes time, and practicing is the best way to improve your results. 

 

http://diglib.auburn.edu/tutorials/uspto6.htm 

 

http://library.ucf.edu/GovDocs/PatentsTrademarks/Research.asp 

 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/engin/patent-tutorial/index.htm 
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